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Moot Notices 



THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF MESOPOTAMIA' 

The newer archaeology of Mesopotamia must be so discriminative as to 
take into account the fusion or amalgamation of at least two quite distinct 
civilizations and races. The "finds" of the last thirty years have pushed 
our interest back from Semitic Babylonia and Assyria into the more puzzling 
and less definite area of the so-called Sumerians. Handcock has sensed the 
situation with a gratifying skill, and has laid the available Sumerian mate- 
rial under tribute to the various classifications of his work. Tello, Nippur, 
and Bismya are the main quarries for the majority of his valuable examples. 
In addition to the usual divisions of a work on archaeology, he contributes 
a chapter on "Seal-Cylinders", and another on "Terra-Cotta Figures and 
Reliefs," the former along the line of Ward's The Seal-Cylinders of Western 
Asia, published by the Carnegie Institution. 

But the most valuable collection of Sumerian archaeological material 
treated by the author is that found by the French at Tell6 — the ancient 
Lagash. This site has contributed to our knowledge of early architecture, 
sculpture, metallurgy, stoneware and pottery, dress, manners, customs, law, 
and religion. The sculptures of those times were prepared either on bas- 
reliefs or by incision, or in the round. The bas-reliefs are the most ingenious 
and interesting specimens of the sculptor's art. From an ethnological and 
sociological point of view, the little quadrangular plaque of Ur-Nin4, founder 
of the first dynasty of Lagash, has no superior in interest. On its face are 
two registers of portraits, each group facing in the opposite direction. Ur- 
Nin^ himself is represented by a large figure, while before him we see the 
members of his own family and his court, each with his name inscribed on 
his garment or by his side. The upper register presents King Ur-Nind stand- 
ing and facing to the right, and holding on his head a basket such as is used 
by workmen today in the Orient. Facing him are his five sons. The name 
of the first is lid-d[a], larger than the other four and clothed with a kau- 
nakes — a garment made of rows of flounces reaching from the waist to the 
ankles. The other four sons appear in plain skirts of the same length. The 
napies of the four in order are : a-kur-gal, lugal-ezen, a-ni-kur-ra, and 
MU-NiNNi-KUR-TA. The lowcr register carries Ur-Nin4 seated with one small 
figure, a cup-bearer, behind him (sag-an-tug) and four facing him. The 
largest figure facing the king is named du-du [b]a-nar, probably the title of 
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some official. Behind him are three sons in the following order: a-nun-pad, 
men(!)-ud-gid, and ad-da-tur. The existence of at least two other plaques 
of a similar character convey to us a rather remarkable method of illus- 
trating loyalty to the god Ningirsu. The King Ur-Nin4, whose genealogy 
is repeatedly given, is actively engaged, as seen in the basket on his head, 
either in conveying earth for the construction of a mound for the temple of 
his god, or in bringing an offering for service. The presence of his sons on 
the reliefs emphasize the value attached to a family of whom so many were 
sons. The make-up of their names reveals the name of at least one god 
(ninni), and one lugal (king). 

The coat-of-arms of Lagash was a lion-headed eagle facing front with 
out-stretched wings, grasping in his talons the backs of two lions facing in 
opposite directions. This emblem appears on battle scenes and in the hands 
of the king, and on portions of friezes and plaques where we find some of the 
oldest Sumerian inscriptions from this early period. Gudea's period was 
one in which metallurgy reached a surprising stage of development. Copper 
statuettes from TelI6 likewise represent basket-carriers, and they are also 
engraved with inscriptions which tell us that they are dedicated by Gudea 
to the god Ningirsu. 

One of the impressions left by reading Handcock's contribution to 
archaeology is the large dependence of the archaeologist upon the linguist. 
While form, character of material, texture, and ornamentation are all val- 
uable in classifying a piece of ancient material, there is no one mark that 
quite takes the place of an inscription for locating its time and place. 

The thirty-three half-tone full-page plates and 115 illustrations in the 

text give the book a clearness that no amount of narrative could supply. 

Two maps of the Orient also help to localize the places so often mentioned 

in the text. We are glad to welcome such a handbook on this increasingly 

important subject. 

Ira Maurice Price 



